Approved For Release 2005/11/29 : CIA-RDP79R009642001300050003-2

S=E-C~-R-E-T

26 December 1967

MEMORANDUM

SURBJECT: Communist Reactions to Certain US Military Operations in
Viectnam

T. CRNTRAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Tlow would the Communists roact to US operations in the
northern portion of the DM7 or in immediatcly adjacent territory of’
North Vietnam? We think the primary factor influcncing their reac-
tions would be what they believed thesc actions pﬁ&tcnded for the
future. Would they judge thas the TS was making the first rather
tentative moves toward an cventual massive invasions of North Vietnam
and thus to a major change in the war? Would they think that the time
had come to regquest substantial numbers of "voluntecers from other
Commmial, counlries (o supplement, North Vietnamene forces? At what
point would Chinese combat troops be likely to enter North Vietnam

in some numbers?

2. The answers to such questions would depend to a very
great extent on the size, scope and circumstances of the US operations.

Nevertheless, it is not possible to cstimate specific rcactions with
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wad\k
much confidence, because the Communists Wit not only have to take

weuld
some immediate measurcs to cope the new tactical situation but wikl

algo undertake some longer term preparations to deal with possible
future US actions. In effect, cven the smallest US operation would
set in motion two sets of rcaction, and the longer term preparations

might be the more significant from the US standpoint.

3. Despite such uncertainties, we think the following general

estimatces can be made:

—- The more limited the size, scope and duration of US opcrations
the more likely that the Communist would limit thelr own rcsponse
to tactical countermeasures. As long as the operations were
fairly small-scalc (c.g. not morc than a few batallions) there
probably would not be much change in Communist strategy or policy.

.
—— T+ would makec some difference if small scale actioﬂsexteng to
North Vietnamesc territory, but the difference would probably
he mainly in the Communint political-proparonda rcochion.

- Toven fairly small scale opcrations would arouse greater
apprchengion and provolke more far reacting countermeasures, if
they occured along with or rollowing new ground actions in Taes
and/or Cambodia.

-~ As for large scale actions, we cannot be certain at what point
Hanoi would request the deployment of Chinese combat forces to
North Viectnam; probably not until such operations were cxtended
into North Victnamese territory. Lven then the aim of Hanoi and
Peking would be deterrance rather the immediate intervention of
the Chinesge in combat.

- TNo Goviet intervention is likely, oven if large scale operations
arce carrlied inlo North Vietnamese {,orritory around the DM7. Come
use of Soviet "voluntcers" is likely, however, as is increcasecd
material assistance.
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